
!"AT ARE MISSI+ES, 
 
 

!nder Scots ,aw the term “Missives” refers to a contract for the purchase of heritable 
property.  The term arises since “missives” is an old fashioned reference to a series of 
letters “a missive” which together form the contract to buy. 
 
What precisely is needed to form a contract for the purchase of land or buildings in 
Scotland? 
 
The ordinary procedure is that when you submit an offer for a house or a business 
then this has to be done in writing.  The purchasing solicitor you instruct puts together 
an offer which is submitted to the selling solicitor or selling estate agent.  When the 
offer is received and the seller indicates that the offer is acceptable, then the next step 
in the process is that the selling solicitor writes back to the purchasing solicitor 
accepting the offer and usually making a variety of technical changes to the offer. 
 
The last stage in the process is when the purchasing solicitor receives the written 
acceptance and speaks to the purchaser about it so that he can then write back and tie 
up the contract unless within the written acceptance there are some details which need 
further changes. 
 
Dn most cases, then, a contract will be formed by an offer being made in writing by the 
purchasing solicitor, a written acceptance being received from the selling solicitor, 
and a final letter concluding the contract being sent from the purchasing solicitor to 
the selling solicitor.  EF! DF NFT AS A P!KLMASNK FK SN,,NK NONK NNND 
TF SDPN PAPNKS TF LKNAT A LFNTKALT.  Eour solicitor signs for you. 
 
Qrom time to time because matters are complicated or because the solicitors want to 
be precise about the terms of the contract, then extra letters can be involved.  Whether 
there are three letters (the offer, the acceptance and the concluding letter) or whether 
there are four or five letters, then all of these documents together are “the Missives”. 
 
EF! M!ST BN AWAKN that as soon as your contract is a binding contract, your 
solicitor will write to you and tell you that the contract is fully and finally binding.  
Fnly when you receive that letter telling you that the contract is binding, do you know 
that the missives are concluded.  Dt is only when the missives are concluded that the 
seller is bound to sell and you are bound to purchase with the price, the date of entry, 
the extras and all other technical matters contained within the letters which form the 
missives. 
 
Eou should never at any stage assume that because you have received an offer for 
your house or because you have sent off a written acceptance that the contract is fully 
binding.  While all parties are interested in the swift conclusion of a contract, 
sometimes technical matters intervene to cause a delay.  Please, therefore, never 
assume that your contract is concluded until your solicitor tells you that it is and if, at 
any stage, you are unsure whether the contract is binding or not, then please telephone 
or email to check the position. 


